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LEARNING AND LEADING LIKE CHAMPIONS  
and becoming òMen and Women for Othersó 

 Principal MessageñMs. Terri Cote  

 
During the month of October, the Mother Teresa Middle School family expanded. 

The staff and students are pleased to announce the appointment Ms. Cindy  

Kobayashi as the new Director of Development.  Ms. Kobayashi brings several years 

of experience in the areas of fundraising and volunteering.  A career in the  

charitable sector is her true calling.  Cindyõs position with the Arthritis Society saw 

her managing the Joints in Motion Program.   After more than a decade in the  

non-profit sector working as Regional Director of Kids Help Phone and Director of 

Resource Development at Habitat for Humanity Regina, Cindy could not be more  

excited to join the MTMS team.   Cindy volunteers her time with several  

organizations including serving on the Board of Directors for United Way Regina and 

as President of the Association of Fundraising Professionals Regina Chapter.  We 

would also like to officially welcome Kirk Steedman, our newly appointed bus driver 

who replaced Lloyd Noble.  Kirk has several years of experience driving a school bus 

and continues to enjoy the involvement of children in his life.  Kirk also runs his own 

publishing company which has been in operation for 21 years.  Lloyd was our founding 

bus driver at MTMS and served in that position for 3 1/2 years.  We wish Lloyd the 

best in his retirement.  

 

At MTMS WE are INTELLECTUALLY COMPETENT  

 

We embrace a GROWTH MIND SET and are always striving for academic  

excellence.  On November 25 th , MTMS students will receive their report cards.  

This is an opportunity for our students to celebrate areas of strength as well as to 

set targeted learning goals for improvement. On November 26 th  and 27 th , three way 

conferences will be held.  All of our students will use their technological literacy 

skills to prepare and present their academic achievements and targeted learning 

goals.  In past years we are proud to say that 100% of our parents and guardians 

have attended the conferences or made alternate arrangements to meet with our 

teachers 100% of the time.  We are confident that we will continue to achieve the 

standards that have been set in previous years.   We are very proud of how we work 

in partnership with our studentõs primary educators; their parents and guardians. 

 

In Accelerated Reader, 75% of our 6 th , 7 th  and 8th  grade students are boasting a 

90% and above in their reading comprehension.  To date MTMS students have read 

304 books. We are looking for MATH TUTORS to help us to achieve our MATH 

GOALS.  Please call 306.569.6867 if there is interest in volunteering during the  

academic day or during our after school programming.  We are striving to be MATH  

CHAMPIONS and could use your help.  

 



 

Octoberõs 

Perfect  

Attendance  
 

 
Jagoda Bolesta 

Teegan Brandon  

Rae Desnomie  

Shantea Gosselin  

Jaden Isnana 

Nolan Kay  

Rae Dean Klyne  

Tayvian Maxie  

Creedance McKay  

Damon Neskar  

Jamie Tapaquon  

Nelson Threefingers  

 

 

Julianne Agunas 

Jaydan Anaskan 

Angel Brass  

Cole Cardinal  

Blue Cyr  

Beatrice Domingo  

Mykayle Jaegli 

Sam Kingerski  

Maize Mugot  

Alexandra Panaligan  

Xavier Severight  

 

 

Winnie Charles  

Valerie De Sosa  

Skyla Gosselin-Strongarm  

Jesse Grywacheski 

Malik Hassan-Weiss 

Jazmine Itong  

Michael Kingerski  

Joseph Nightingale  

Devin Pepper -Machiskinic  

Elijah Redman  

Charles Tabije  

Jared Wahpoosewyan  

 

 

 

 

 

Overall  

Attendance  
For October  

 

95 % 
 

 

 

 

MTMS students were given an opportunity to take their learning outside the four 

walls of school to another learning space known as STARS.  The opportunity to tour 

the hangar, check out the helicopter and ask questions of STARS staff was made 

possible with support from SaskPower, one of Saskatchewanõs Crown Corporations. 

Pilots, air medical crew and engineers were among the staff and crew answering 

questions from our curious grades six to eight students.  SaskPowerõs partnerships 

help communities come together and the crown corporation values local  

relationships.  The story can be found at the end of our newsletter.  

 

At MTMS WE are LOVING and COMMITTED to DOING JUSTICE  

 

Thank you to all of our parents and guardians who came out to our October parent 

meeting and shared what they love and appreciate most about their child/children.  

The marks on each paper express the deep and genuine LOVE for each child at 

Mother Teresa Middle School.  We look forward to our November parent meeting 

on November 20 th , where Constable David Kliman, our school resource officer, will 

share a factual and proactive presentation on harassment.  We look forward to 

seeing 100% of our parents and guardians that evening.  

 

The 8 th  Grade òMe to Weó Crabapple Jelly project was a huge success thanks to 

the MTMS students, Mr. Rieder, Ms. Chan, Ms. MacPherson and the wider  

community.  A total of $2351.00 was raised with proceeds going to The Regina 

Transition House.  Through this project the curriculum for our 8 th  grade students 

was extended and enriched to include entrepreneurialism and philanthropy.  A  

special thank you goes out to Wascana Flower Shop; Petra, Tanya and the staff as 

well as Bernadette Sokalski for supporting our students and helping them not only 

achieve but exceed the goals of their òMe to Weó project. 

 

MTMS students are òCommitted to Doing Justiceó and òGive Back to their  

Communityó.  On Wednesday, November 12th , the MTMS student body will be  

recognized at the 2014 National Philanthropy Day Awards Luncheon in the category 

of Outstanding Youth Philanthropists.  November 15th  is recognized in Canada as 

National Philanthropy Day, and celebrates volunteers, fundraisers, leaders,  

businesses, and individuals for their contributions to our friends, families,  

community, and country as a whole.  National Philanthropy Day allows us all to  

reflect on the spirit of giving, including all that we have accomplished along with all 

that we hope to do. Each year, thousands upon thousands of people show the world 

what philanthropy is all about and how the spirit of giving is alive and well.  

We are so proud of our students and want to thank Ticia Starkes -Heward for  

nominating them.  Congratulations to our friends at MacPherson Leslie & Tyerman 

who have also been recognized as  Outstanding Corporate Philanthropists.  

 

At MTMS WE are OPEN to GROWTH  

 

On the evening of October 16th, two of our 7 th  grade students, Xavier and Maize, 

took the stage with Joseph Boyden, to honor him with a gift after his lecture at 

Campion College at the University of Regina.  Joseph is a Canadian novelist  and 

short story  writer. His first novel, Three Day Road won the Amazon/Books in  

Canada First Novel Award  and the Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize . His second 

novel, Through Black Spruce , won the 2008 Scotiabank Giller Prize , and his third 

book, The Orenda  was named the winner of the 2014 edition of Canada Reads. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rogers_Writers%27_Trust_Fiction_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotiabank_Giller_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Orenda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada_Reads


 

For the first time at MTMS,  a student place 3 rd  in  the city JUNIOR BOYS CROSS COUNTRY category.   

Congratulations to 7 th  grade student, Dustin Desnomie, for this great achievement. Thank you to Mr. Hayes, 

Phys.Ed consultant for Regina Catholic Schools, for coming to present Dustin with his award.   

The entire Cross Country team placed 8 th  in the city.  Congratulations to the entire team and their coaches,  

Ms. Schmidt and Ms. Brundige.   

 

We are also proud to announce that one of our 9 th  grade students, Jasmine Grywacheski, got her first part time 

job at MagPies Kitchen.  We are so proud of Jasmine for being open to growth and for using the network she  

created at MTMS to achieve this goal.    

 

WE continue to NETWORK like CHAMPIONS  

 

Our network of CHAMPIONS continues to GROW.  Dr. June Zimmer PhD, is a nationally recognized researcher 

and coach who visited MTMS on October 2 nd.  Dr. Zimmer nominated Curtis Kleisinger, our Executive Director, 

for the Campion Alumni of Distinction Award that he was presented with on the evening of November 6 th .  We are 

so proud of Curtis and he certainly is a CHAMPION in our network in so many ways.  Congratulations Curtis!   

 

The staff and students of MTMS were fortunate to meet two incredible individuals from Jesuit Volunteers  

Canada.  David Shulist SJ visited on October 15th and Andrea Weerdenburg spent the afternoon on November 

4 th . Jim Burnett, from Sask Sport spent the morning of the 4 th  with us as well touring MTMS and learning about 

our mission and programming.   

 

On November 5 th a team from the University of Saskatchewan came to engage with the staff and students. Gary 

Keegan, Director of Development; Academic Health Sciences, Michelle Prutula, Dean of the Faculty of Education, 

Max Fineday, President of the Student Union and Chris Scribe, Coordinator or the Indian Teacher Education  

Program spent the morning with us and we are looking forward to partnering on some initiatives in the future.  

Thank you to Gary and his team for the pennants that are hanging in Student Support Services and for the  

beautiful scarves.  We also welcomed Cory OõSoup to MTMS on November 5th . Cory is the First Nations  

and Metis Student Advisor to  Mr. Dan Florizone, Deputy Minister of Education.  

 

After a very successful òMentor Mixeró held on October 28th , our 7 th  grade students have each been matched 

with a mentor from the community.  We would like to welcome all of our new mentors. The relationships that have 

been created with our existing mentors and students are built on a solid foundation.  Thank you to all of our  

mentors who have dedicated their time, talents and resources to the students of MTMS; you are an integral part 

of our MTMS team.   

 

On October 15 th, two of our 8 th  grade students , Devin and Elijah, had the chance to go to a feast at the Randall 

Kinship Center, in downtown Regina. The boys were excellent ambassadors for MTMS and networked like       

champions.  In his reflection Elijah wrote, òWe went to the feast with Ms. Schmidt.  The experience was exciting, 

but I have done this before.  The difference between this one and the ones that I go to with my family is that 

they feed all of the people on the reserve.  Itõs kind of like big pot luck.  Harry Francis, the host of the event, 

told us a story about how we as young guys have to follow the laws and not to get in trouble with the police.   

Then, Harry Francis got some girls to bring out the food and he prayed over it. We had many types of chili.   

Some were vegetarian and others had beef. We got a fair variety of food which included chips, chili, and ice 

cream. We ate and visited with the other people who were there. The overall feeling was good and a different 

experience then when I go to feasts with my family. My advice to young men is that when you go to a feast is that 

it is the guys that do the serving and you should help.ó 



 

 

At MTMS òWE REMEMBERó 

 

Thank you to our 6 th  grade students under the guidance of Ms. McMillan and Ms. Brundige, who lead us in a 

beautiful Remembrance Day Service on Friday, November 7 th .   The service gave us all time to reflect, to 

have a moment of silence and to give thanks to all those who fought and survived, and to those who died for 

our country. It was a collective action, where we came together united as a school community to show our 

support and gratitude to all who served and to those who are currently enlisted.  Elijah, Joseph, Sam, Rae 

Dean, Jazmine and Tiondra were the Cadets who represented MTMS at the Remembrance Day Ceremony at 

the First Nations University of Regina.  

 

We are proud to say that MTMS is a place where learning, life and love flourish on a daily basis.   The cycle 

of life continues to be real and true and touches our lives unexpectedly at times.  It is with great sadness 

that we announce the passing of Cheyanne Toto, one of our MTMS parents and John Takacs, custodian for 

MTMS and St. Michaelõs School.  The MTMS family sends their love and prayers to all those whose lives have 

been impacted by the loss of these two incredible individuals.   

 

Mother Teresa reminds us that we alone cannot change the world, but that we can cast a stone across the 

waters to create many ripples.  Thank you to everyone who has helped to create the many positive ripples in 

and through the incredible work that is done each day both inside and outside the four walls of MTMS.   

 

  
SSTUDENTTUDENT  LLEADEAD  CCONFERENCESONFERENCES  

 

Report Cards will be distributed on  

Tuesday, November 25th  
  

Student Lead Conferences will be on:  
 

Wednesday, November 26th from 2:00pm-5:00pm  
and  

Thursday, November 27th from 2:00pm-5:00pm  
 

Your scheduled time will be sent home this week,  
but if you would like to request a time please call  

Mrs. Liebel at 569-6867 or  
email lliebel@mtmschoolregina.com 

 
Please join us for our monthlyé. 

 

Parent Meeting  
Thursday, November 20, 2014 

   6:00-7:30p.m. 
 

Mark in your calendars our next  
monthly meeting is  

   Wednesday, December 10th. 



 

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE  

Xavier & Maize with Joseph Boyden 
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CREATING POSITIVE RIPPLES  

 

 òWe Watch what we Do, to see what we Believeó  

   
- Sr. Helen Prejean                                   
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STARS tour for the MTMS students 

Remembrance Day Ceremony at First Nations University 

Joseph & Denzel selling Crabapple Jelly at Wascana Flower Shop 
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Remembrance Day Ceremony at MTMS 

Award Winning Campion Alumnus! 




